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this style of ethical speculation; inasmuch as having
no positive law to write about, and yet being anxious
to invest the most approved opinions respecting inter-
national morality with as much as they could of the
authority of law, they endeavoured to find such an
authority in Nature's imaginary code. The Christian
theology during the period of its greatest ascendancy,
opposed some, though not a complete, hindrance to the
modes of thought which erected Nature into the
criterion of morals, inasmuch as, according to the
creed of most denominations of Christians (though
assuredly not of Christ) man is by nature wicked.
But this very doctrine, by the reaction which it
provoked, has made the deistical moralists almost
"unanimous in proclaiming the divinity of Nature, and
setting up its fancied dictates as an authoritative rule
of action. A reference to that supposed standard is
the predominant ingredient in the vein of thought
and feeling which was opened by Rousseau, and which
has infiltrated itself most widely into the modern
mind, not excepting that portion of it which calls
itself Christian. The doctrines of Christianity, have
in every age been largely accommodated to the
philosophy which happened to be prevalent, and the_
Christianity of our day has borrowed a considerable
part of its colour and flavour from sentimental deism.
At the present time it cannot be saicf that Nature, or
any other standard, is applied as it was wont to be, to